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he award-winning musical “Uri-
netown,” a satirical comedy 

where people are forced to pay to 
pee due to a water shortage, is Cal 
State East Bay’s production for this 
school year.

“When I was asked to direct 
the musical this year at CSUEB I 
knew I wanted to do this show,” 
said Marc Jacobs, an assistant 
professor in the department of 
theatre & dance. “I knew the actors 
here would love the sense of satire 
and all the theatrical holy grails 
that the show lampoons.”

“The show is very self-
aware that it is a musical, 
and has fun with 
musical styles from 
very well known 
shows such as 
West Side Story, 
Fiddler on the 
Roof and Les 
Miserables,” 
said Marianna 
Wolff, the 
m u s i c 
director at 
CSUEB. Wolff 
works closely 
with the cast 
to ensure that 
the audience 
is able to 
understand all 
the words.

“It’s really 
rewarding to 
hear the change 
over time as the 
cast learns their 
music, learns how to 
match vowel sounds 
with each other, matches 
their diction and adds musical 
details such as dynamics to bring 
the music to life.”

“Choreographing this musical 
has been an effortless process 
because of the talent of the 
director Marc Jacobs and my co-
choreographer Angela Demmel,” 
said Eric Kupers, an assistant 
professor in the department of 
theatre and dance. “This is a 
wonderfully whimsical production 
and so it is a lot of fun to 
choreograph. I think the audiences 
will enjoy its combination of 
humor and complex political 
understandings.” 

Urinetown is set in a future 
where private bathrooms are 
outlawed due to the scarcity of 
water. Water consumption is 
controlled by a private corporation 
called Urine Good Company (UGC). 
When people refuse to use the 
public toilets that are sanctioned 

by UGC, they are taken to 
Urinetown, a place where people 
go and never return.

The musical was a hit in 1999 
at the Fringe Festival in New York 
and from there eventually made 
its way to Broadway where it won 
three Tony Awards in 2002 for Best 
Director of a Musical, Best Book of 
a Musical and Best Original Score 
Written for the Theatre.

“Urinetown is a brilliantly 
written, witty musical, with 
surprisingly wonderful melodies 
and lyrics,” said Kara 

Penrose, who plays the character 
Little Sally, a precocious child that 
struggles with not having enough 
money to use the restroom. 

Penrose recently transferred 
from Diablo Valley College and was 
excited to hear that Urinetown 
was on the list of musicals that 
CSUEB was preparing for.

“I had already seen two 
productions of the show and 
I knew that it was a show 
I wanted to perform. So, I 
made sure I was prepared to 
audition…I was excited to be 
called back for the role that I 
wanted. After the process was 

over, I was fortunate to have 
been cast in the part. “

Caitlin O’Leary who is working 
on her third show at CSUEB is one 
of the leading ladies who will play 


